
In June of 1895, Lucy Pollard, a 56 year-old
white woman, was bludgeoned to death

with a meat ax behind her home in Lunenburg
County, Virginia, a rural area southwest of
Richmond. The motive was apparently rob-
bery, because her husband, Edward, working 
in a nearby field at the time, soon discovered
that their life savings had been stolen.

Less than six weeks after the fateful day,
a black man, Solomon Marable, was tried 
and sentenced to hang. He implicated Mary
Barnes, her daughter Pokey, and Mary Aber-
nathy, black women who either worked for or
lived near the Pollards. Although no evidence
tied the women to the case other than

Solomon’s accusation, Mary Abernathy and
Pokey Barnes were also sentenced to hang.
Mary Barnes, who had been working in the
field with Edward virtually all of the after-
noon, was sentenced to ten years in the peni-
tentiary. All four of the defendants pleaded
innocent. All four were illiterate. None could
afford a lawyer.

After Mary Barnes began serving her time,
the defendants awaiting execution were taken
to Richmond because
authorities feared that,
left in Lunenburg, they
would be lynched by
angry mobs. A black
politician and news-
paper publisher from
Richmond interviewed
the two women and,
convinced of their inno-
cence, hired three of the best white attorneys
for them. He put the evidence before his read-
ers, and soon the city’s four white daily news-
papers joined him in keeping the story alive,
one of them also convinced of the women’s
innocence. The injustice stirred African-
Americans across the country, particularly
women’s groups and churches, which began
collecting money, dime by dime and dollar by
dollar, for the Lunenburg defense.

The sleuthing behind this volume is extra-

ordinary. No official notes were made of the
original court proceedings, and after the news-
paper furor about the case subsided, not one
scrap was published about it until the 1990s.
Reading the five Richmond papers, as well as
those from other cities, for the period of the
trials was the easy part of Suzanne Lebsock’s
work. To piece together the story of people
who left virtually nothing in writing about
themselves, she studied records of deeds,

loan transactions, and
the census reports. She
combed through family
Bibles and letters of the
principals, black and
white. Since most of
the blacks had to dictate
to whites, a part of the
detective work was to
ascertain whether any

given manuscript was, in fact, a legitimate dic-
tation or whether internal clues give the letter
away as a white creation. Lebsock also read
diaries and many volumes of Southern history.
At one point, she even traveled with three
friends to the site where the Pollard house 
had stood. Crawling around among wood
ticks, they tested a theory about the time of
the murder.

Almost none of this digging shows up in

NARRETT
ASSUMES 
LEADERSHIP 
AT NJCH

Zachary Narrett, who has
served with distinction on 

the Council since 1999, has now
taken the helm. In a recent con-
versation, he shared ideas about
the direction he would like to see
NJCH pursue: “There is a special
need today for the bridging role
of the humanities in helping peo-
ple understand and value not only
what is unique in their experience
but also what they have in common
because we live at a time of uncer-
tainty and upheaval on the world
scene and of major demographic
change within New Jersey.” Since
he thinks that the humanities 
are absolutely vital to the quality
of life in the state, he wants the
Council to “increase the visibility”
of the many ways in which it
serves citizens. Additionally, he
thinks the Council must remain
focused on obtaining continued
support from the state.

Zach was raised in Passaic and
Clifton. He lives in Glen Ridge
with his wife, Tova, a clothing
designer. His nearly 20 years as a
communications consultant for
state-based companies and organ-
izations—his current position 
is Corporate Writer for PSEG—
leave him familiar with issues of
importance to the state’s economy,
environment, civic life and public
policy. One project he found 
especially satisfying was the New
Jersey Economic Master Plan,
the product of a commission
established by then Governor
Christie Whitman to look broadly
at statewide concerns. He also
assisted with the editing of
Governor Thomas Kean’s book,
The Politics of Inclusion.

These days find Zach devoting
a part of his time to teaching 
in the History Department of
Rutgers University/Newark.
“History,” he says, “is the subject in
many ways closest to my heart”;
he has a Ph.D. from Harvard with
a focus on modern European
history and diplomacy between
the two world wars. His students,
he notes, are “thirsty to learn,”
because many have not studied
European history before. He adds:
“I like to think that in teaching I
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NJCH’s support for a project conveys a
depth of content and a subject matter

that will appeal to a cross-section of New
Jersey citizens. Among the programs 
scheduled for the early months of 2005:

OUR LONG ENDURANCE: 
THE STORY OF NEW JERSEY 
IN THE CIVIL WAR 
An exhibit at the Cornelius Low House of
the Middlesex County Cultural and Heritage
Commission will be accompanied by lectures
to show the extent of the war’s impact on 
citizens, as well as the shaping of the future
political and social landscape of New Jersey.

January 23, 1:30 PM ■ PHILIP KEARNY:
NEW JERSEY’S MOST DISTINGUISHED
SOLDIER by William Styple, for many years 
a researcher and writer about the Civil War.
Kearny was already a combat veteran of three
continents when he became one of the most
competent and aggressive of the Union officers
in the early years of the war.

January 23, 2:45 PM
■ FOODWAYS 
OF THE CIVIL WAR
by Lavada Nahon,
a staff member at
Van Cortlandt Manor
with extensive expe-
rience in preparing
period food. Nahon
will discuss what
the troops ate, how
it differed from
food at home, and
where soldiers
obtained food.

March 6, 1:30 PM
■ MUSIC OF THE CIVIL WAR—AN ART
EVOCATIVE OF THE TIME by Glenn May,
whose extensive background in musical history
and performance will allow him to present
songs popular with troops on both sides. He
will also provide glimpses into the collective
psyche of the era as derived from music.

April 10, 1:30 and 2:45 PM ■ NEW 
JERSEY’S TROOPS IN THE GETTYSBURG
CAMPAIGN by David Martin, who has
authored numerous works on the Civil War.

May 15, 1:30 PM ■ THE TRAINING OF
NEW JERSEY’S CIVIL WAR TROOPS by
Joseph Seliga, who has written about Trenton’s
Camp Olden. He will cover subjects taught and
length of training as he explains how civilians
became soldiers.

All lectures will be held at the Middlesex County
Cultural and Heritage Commission, East Jersey
Olde Towne, River Road, Piscataway. Project
Director: Anna M. Aschkenes, 732-745-4489.

FROM MEMORY TO HISTORY
An exhibit of photographs and other artifacts
at the Alex Aidekman Family Jewish Com-
munity Campus, 901 Route 10, Whippany, will
illustrate the experiences of local survivors and
liberators during World War II. This is the first
time many of the participants have recorded
their testimonies. The exhibit, open from January
27 to March 7, will be accompanied by lectures.

January 30, 3 PM
■ OVERCOMING
TRAGEDY AND

DESPAIR: HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS 
IN AMERICA by William Helmreich, a 
sociologist at City University of New York
who has written about Holocaust survivors.

February 6, 3 PM ■ LEGAL LEGACY OF
THE HOLOCAUST: THE NUREMBERG
TRIALS, GENOCIDES, AND HUMAN
RIGHTS by Harry Reicher, a professor of law
at the University of Pennsylvania who lectures
extensively on human rights and the Holocaust.

February 13, 9:30–12 ■ BUILD A HUGE
LEGO MODEL OF THE WARSAW GHETTO
with mapmaker and architect Stephen Schwartz.
Survivors of the Warsaw Ghetto will be present.

VARIETY AND RICHNESS 
Hallmarks of  Humanities Programs

(continued on page 6)
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A drum of Alexander
Arsace Vandoni’s, an
Italian immigrant 
serving with the 27th
Regiment of the New 
Jersey Volunteers, now 
in the Morris County
Historical Society.

Suzanne Lebsock

A tower lamp with clock,
handmade by Moise
Glicensztejn in the Beaune-
de-la-Rolande internment
camp in France just one 
year before his murder in
Auschwitz, 1942. This is 
the last remembrance Lea
Berger, a Hidden Child from
France, has of her father.

 NJCH BOOK
AWARD WINNER
A Murder in Virginia: 

Southern Justice on Trial
by Suzanne Lebsock

New York, W. W. Norton & Company

An example of hair jewelry,
a practice popular during
the Victorian period as a
way to remember a depart-
ed loved one. This bracelet
is made of braided hair and
has a daguerreotype of the
deceased enclosed in the
metal frame. Deceased
Civil War soldiers often
were remembered by family
members with various
pieces of jewelry like this.

SomEthing like justice 
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www.njch.orgVisit

for a calendar 
of all NJCH 
programs!


