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The Council and the humanities lost a dear
friend October 9 with the death of Walter
Savage, a long-time member of the Board and

its former chairman.

Teddy Murphy, former executive director

of NJCH, recalled Walter’s first connection
with the Council as a member of the Book
Committee: He “charmed the members

with his intellect, his wit, and by just being
Walter.” He never stopped thinking and
pondering, Teddy remembered. “He was kind

without being patronizing. He was witty,

but his wit was never biting. He was loving
and caring and loyal in the most genuine way, sharing his intellectual treasures with us while

allowing our thoughts to color his perception of the world.”

A highly respected teacher and administrator, Walter joined the faculty of Fairleigh Dickinson
University in 1958, and was one of the original faculty members of the College at Florham. He
became chair of the English Department, served a term as acting president of the university,
and won numerous awards including the Alumni Great Teacher Award and the Distinguished
Faculty Award for Service. He was named to FDU’s Heritage Hall for his instrumental role in
the development of the university and was awarded an honorary doctorate by FDU in 1984,

and another from Monmouth University in 1992.

Walter also was director of FDU’s Wroxton College in England, and the journals he kept of his
residencies there, wry and witty as the author himself, were published in December as Walrer
Savage’s Wroxton Journals. The cover includes this encomium by his friend, the writer and

critic Carol Bere, which expresses so well why we will miss him: “Walter Savage—a man for all

seasons, a special person, a dedicated teacher, and a loyal friend.”

AN ENCHANTED EVENING

GRANT PROPOSAL
WORKSHOPS
SLATED FOR SPRING

NJCH will host three Grant Proposal Workshops for
nonprofit organizations in New Jersey interested in applying
for grants in support of public programs in the humanities.

The workshops will provide an overview of NJCH’s grant
guidelines, offer tips and tools for proposal preparation, and
address common proposal questions. Bring your questions
and project ideas!

Friday, March 26

10:30am - 12:30pm
Tuckerton Seaport
120 W. Main St.
Tuckerton, NJ 08087

Friday, April 9
10:30am - 12:30pm
Roxbury Public Library
103 Main St.
Succasunna, NJ 07876

Friday, April 16
10:30am - 12:30pm
Brielle Public Library
610 South Street
Brielle, NJ 08730

The workshops are free and open to the public.

Space is limited. Please call or e-mail Robert Apgar
(1-888-FYI-NJCH or rapgar@njch.org) to reserve your spot.
For information on NJCH’s grants program,

visit www.njch.org B

continued from page 1

treat with respect and kindness.” They were, after all,
family.

The meaning of justice changes with history. For the
Southern slave-owner Jefferson, it was treating his
slaves with respect and kindness. For the mid-Western
Lincoln eighty years later, it was abolishing slavery
altogether. But what of the meaning of history?

“I always wanted to have my work mean something to
people,” Gordon-Reed said. “I think history matters.
It can’t just be a conversation among scholars. You
can’t have a conversation about race if you don’t know

history.”

“We have a duty to convey our knowledge,”
McPherson agreed. “We're obligated to convince the

“You can’t have a
conversation about race
if you don’t

know bistory.”

Annette Gordon-Reed

public that history is important, understanding how the
world we live in came to be, over time.”

Both scholars were optimistic when Price asked, “What
is the future of America’s past?” McPherson mentioned
the number of books on history that reached the best
seller list—*I think there’s a hunger for history out
there,” he said. Gordon-Reed looked to the Internet

to “open the archives to everyone. Of course with
everybody having access and forming their own
opinions, we don’t know what will happen.” But the
study of history will continue to touch people, she said.
“We can portray people, based on the research, from

a different time, a different society, and there’s always
some part of humanity we can connect to.” M

Stanley N. Katz presents Book Award to Annette Gordon-Reed.

“We have a duty to convey our
knowledge. Were obligated
to convince the public
that history is important...”

James M. McPherson

James M. McPherson, winner ()ft/w Lz'fetm/ze
Achievement in the Humanities Award




FROM CHINA TO THE SUBURBS OF NEW JERSEY
PROGRAMS TO ENRICH, ENLIGHTEN AND ENTERTAIN

The Sussex County Arts and Heritage Society, the Trenton Downtown Association, and the AtlantiCare Regional Medical Center — these are among the recipients of NJCH grants.
Along with an impressive roster of colleges, museums and scholars, they are benefiting from these prestigious funding awards, offering New Jerseyans a rich and vigorous variety of
programs to enlighten and entertain. Here is a smattering of current grant winners; the complete list can be found on the Council’s website, www.njch.org

Abraham Lincoln:
An American Life
MARCH 22—JUNE 3

The New Jersey Abraham Lincoln
Bicentennial Commission in cooperation
with the Hall Institute of Public Policy,

East Brunswick Public Library, Brookdale
Community College, Camden County
College and The Richard Stockton College of
New Jersey

Abraham Lincoln—he was the president,
but he was also a politician, statesman,
commander-in-chief, husband and father.
This series of four lectures will examine

all of these roles, how they influenced one
another, and how they affected the history
of the United States. From the day he
became president, Lincoln was faced with
the very real crisis of secession, then Civil
War, a war which did not go well until the
very end, a difficult reelection campaign and
dissension among his Cabinet members,
and finally, his own family tragedies. The
speakers will discuss Lincoln’s ability to deal
with these crises in both his public and his
private lives.

Lincoln and the Civil War — William
Gillette will assess Lincoln’s personality and
analyze his presidency, focusing on his roles
as politician, statesman, and commander-in-
chief:

March 22 at 7pm at the East Brunswick Public
Library, 2 Jean Waling Civic Center Drive, East
Brunswick

President-Elect Abraham Lincoln and
the Great Secession Winter of 1860-61
Harold Holzer will discuss the greatest crisis
the nation ever faced—the confrontation
between North and South after Lincoln’s
election in 1860. He will analyze the story of
secession, its threat to American democracy,
and Lincoln’s insistence on resisting
compromise that would have extended slavery.

April 6 at 7pm at Brookdale Community
College, 765 Newman Springs Road, Lincroft

The Lincolns: Portrait of Marriage
Daniel Mark Epstein will speak on the
complexities of Lincoln’s marriage and
the impact it had on the president and the
presidency.

April 15 at 7pm at Camden County College,
200 College Drive, Blackwood

Abraham Lincoln: New Findings, Fresh
Perspectives — Michael Burlingame will
discuss new data he discovered that affects
our understanding of Lincoln’s life during his
presidency as well as bis pre-presidential years.

April 22 at 7pm at The Richard Stockton
College of New Jersey, Jimmie Leeds Road,

Pomona

Project Director: MICHAEL P. RICCARDS
609-392-2237

= ==

Zhiyuan Cong, Th
Chinese pigments on rice paper, 24 x 97 inches

Contemplating China’s Past
and Future: A Festival of
Chinese Arts and Humanities
FEBRUARY 24 —APRIL 25

Montclair State University

China’s remarkable legacy and its
remarkable thrust into the mainstream of
modernity will be celebrated in a series of
concerts, lectures, exhibitions, symposia,
discussions and workshops. Artists, writers,
musicians, filmmakers and scholars

from China and the United States will
demonstrate the broad variety in China’s
culture and examine its journey from

an ancient to a modern culture and its
influence on the world. Here is but a small
sampling of events. For a complete listing,
visit www.njch.org

Contemporary Chinese History Through
the Lens of Literature — Jeffrey Kinkley
and Da Chen will discuss the intellectual,
social and literary history of twentieth-century
China as seen through its literature.

February 24 at 10am in Dickson Hall

The Enduring Art of China — 7his exhibit
will feature 50 scrolls by eight leading artists
Jfrom China, showing current renditions in
traditional materials; a panel of featured
artists will discuss their work.

Exhibit: March 4-April 9 in the George Segal
Gallery. Symposium: March 4 at 2pm in the
Segal Gallery. Opening reception at 5:30pm

Contributions of Ancient Chinese
Mathematicians — This lecture will give
an overview of Chinese contributions to
mathematics over 1500 years, with wide
applications to many fields including land

surveying, trade and taxation.

March 9 at 4pm in the Sokol Seminar Room

Calculating with a Chinese Abacus

This workshop will describe the basic rules
of the abacus, and participants will learn

to perform simple arithmetic calculations.

It will culminate in a competition between
Hanping Yu, an accountant from China, on
the abacus and participants using calculators
or computers.

March 23 at 4pm in the Sokol Seminar Room

Rhapsody in Red: How Western Classical
Music Became Chinese — This seminar
will feature three speakers who will discuss the
history of classical music in China.

March 24 at 2:30pm in Chapin Hall

Politics and Society in China — 7his
panel discussion will examine key issues in
contemporary Chinese politics and society,
including current issues in human rights, new
media and foreign investment in China.

April 6 at 10am in Dickson Hall

Chinese Cuisine and History — New

York Times columnist Jennifer B. Lee will
discuss the history of Chinese cuisine and

its reinterpretation in America. Montclair
State food management students will prepare
Chinese dishes with Ms. Lee. This program has
limited space and attendance is by reservation

only. Call 973-655-4499 to register.
April 14 at 6pm in University Hall

——

e Space Between Humanity and Deity

(detail), 1986

Environmental Sustainability in China
and the United States — In response to
emerging urban environmental complexities,
a panel will discuss China’s growing
environmental issues and international
responses.

April 22 at 10am in the Sokol Seminar Room

Project Director: MARINA CUNNINGHAM
973-655-4185

Post-War America:
Suburbanization, Cultural
Transformation and the 1960s
FEBRUARY 1—MARCH 31

Sussex County Arts and Heritage Council

This series of three lectures will examine
three cultural phenomena of post-war
America which continue to shape American
life today: the liberalization of mortgage
lending, making home ownership more
affordable, and the growth of the interstate
highway system, making suburban areas
more accessible; the cultural transformation
of the United States in the last half of

the twentieth century and changing
demographics both in the home and in the
workplace; and the 1960s.

Post-War America: Suburbanization

It has been said that New Jersey is one large
suburb, either of New York or Philadelphia.
How did we get that way? Kenneth T.
Jackson, author of Crabgrass Frontier: The
Suburbanization of the United States, wil/
describe the enduring impacts of changes in
mortgage lending and interstate travel and
how they led to the development of today’s
suburbs, with special emphasis on New Jersey.

February 3 at 7pm at 133 Spring Street, Newton

Feminine Literary Perspectives on
Familial Communities: The Novels of
Louise Erdrich, Toni Morrison and
Marilynne Robinson — Patricia Verrone
will address several important questions

with references to these three contemporary
feminist writers. She will show how the themes
these authors have chosen demonstrate the
universality of American cultural change by
telling stories of individuals and their family
relationships, and compare their depictions of
rural and suburban life and culture.

February 24 at 7pm at 133 Spring Street, Newton

Post-War America: The 1960s

The 19505 in America were a decade of
getting back to normal, but a better and
richer normal, after the Grear Depression
and World War II. But the 1960s turned
normalcy on its head. Raymond Frey will lead
a re-examination of the 1960, focusing on
events such as Woodstock, assassinations, and
demographic change. This talk will show how
culture changed in different social groups,
from fans of the Beach Boys to followers of Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr., and the impact of
these changes on New Jersey.

March 24 at 7pm at 133 Spring Street, Newton

Project Director: THOMAS P. DAVIS
973-713-2116

Everything You Always
Wanted to Know about
Music

FEBRUARY 2—MAY 25
Bay-Atlantic Symphony

What was it you always wanted to know
about music but were too shy to ask? In
How Does a Piece of Music Mean? Paul
Mack Somers, composer and Director

of Adult Education for the Bay-Atlantic
Symphony, anticipates your questions and
presents some answers. “We'll get to ‘what
does it mean,’ too,” he promises. Each
monthly lecture is given at four different
venues in Atlantic, Cape May, Cumberland
and Gloucester counties, and is aimed at

a wide audience from seasoned symphony
devotees to neophytes.

Music as Architecture — If your question
is about how to listen to music, this talk
will provide the answer. It covers not only
the music of the symphony but is a guide ro
listening to music of all types.

February 2 at 7pm at the Glassboro Public
Library, 2 Center Street, Glassboro

February 11 at 6:30pm at the Margate Public
Library, Bloom Pavilion, 8100 Atlantic Avenue,
Margate

February 16 at 7pm at the Millville Public
Library, 210 Buck Street, Millville

February 23 at 7pm at the Avalon Free Public
Library, 235 32nd Street, Avalon

Music as Picture and Poetry — If your
question is about how music sounds, this
lecture explores sound as the language of simile
and metaphor.

March 2 at 7pm at the Glassboro Public Library
March 11 at 6:30pm at the Margate Public
Library

March 16 at 7pm at the Millville Public Library

March 23 at 7pm at the Avalon Free Public
Library

Olkay, What Did I Miss? — If you still
have questions, submit them abead of time
either at the March lecture or by email to
somerspaulm@gmail.com, and they will be
answered at this program.

April 6 at 7pm at the Glassboro Public Library
April 8 at 6:30pm at the Margate Public Library
April 20 at 7pm at the Millville Public Library
April 27 at 7pm at the Avalon Free Public Library

The Listener Owns It — This program is

the Bay-Atlantic Symphony’s annual Fresh
Ears experience, in which listeners have the
opportunity to respond to unfamiliar music
unhampered by preconceptions based on name,
nationality, genre, gender or title.

May 4 at 7pm at the Glassboro Public Library
May 13 at 6:30pm at the Margate Public Library
May 18 at 7pm at the Millville Public Library
May 25 at 7pm at the Avalon Free Public Library

Project Director: PAUL HERRON
856-451-1169

Zhiyuan Cong, Good Morning Venice,
2009, Chinese pigments on rice paper




RECENT GRANTS AWARDED

MEDIA GRANTS

Rescuing the River

Completion of an hour-long documentary about
the history of industrialization and pollution
along the Raritan River and the development of
a related website.

NJN Foundation

$15,000

Eric Schultz

(609)777-5269

MAJOR GRANTS

Constructive Spirit: Abstract Art
in South and North America,
1920s-1950s

Public programs and an interactive computer
kiosk exploring the historical, political,
social, and cultural themes of the exhibition
Constructive Spirit: Abstract Art in South and
North America, 1920s-1950s.

The Newark Museum

$10,000

Edward Lind

(973) 596-6612

Olga J. Wagenheim Papers and
Oral History Project

Processing materials donated by Latino scholar
and archivist Olga J. Wagenheim to the Puerto
Rican Community Archives for use by scholars,
students and the general public.

Newark Public Library

$10,000

Ingrid Betancourt

(973) 733-3637

Originally American: Walt
Whitman — Celebrating and
Singing America’s Bard

A five-part lecture and

performance series
focused on the works
of Walt Whitman.
Camden County
College,

Division

of Arts,
Humanities,

and Social

Sciences

$8,491

Eileen Radetich

(856) 227-7200 x476

Jdeg

New Jersey Council for the Humanities
28 West State Street: Sixth Floor
Trenton, New Jersey 08608-1602

NJCH Council Members

Gregory Waters, Montclair, Chair
Wendel A. White, Galloway, Vice Chair
Marue E. Walizer, Princeton, Secretary
Conrad Person, Plainfield, Treasurer
Susan E. Artmann, East Hanover
Davis Bossman, West Orange

Harold Eickhoff, Pennington

Sondra B. Fishinger, Rahway

Bruce Paul Grefe, Blue Anchor
Stanley N. Katz, Princeton

Elpidio Laguna-Diaz, Metuchen
Jackson Lears, Ringoes

Brian S. Malone, Lambertville

Linda P. Morgan, Montclair

Cynthia A. Pellegrino, Manasquan
Judith L. Pinch, Princeton

Patricia A. Tumulty, Trenton

Edward D. Viner, MD, Ocean City
Sue Pai Yang, J.W.C., Bridgewater

The Risks of Interpretive Flexibility
When Basic Traditions are
Challenged by an Emergency

Small group exercise and public program
examining the historic flexibility of professional
ethics in times of “emergency,” such as in Vichy
France and the contemporary United States.
Law and Humanities Institute

$7,500

Richard Weisberg

(212) 790-0299

Thursday Evening Salon Series

A series of ten lectures by New Jersey scholars
with a variety of disciplinary backgrounds to
provide context for the contemporary art on
display in the Center’s galleries.

The Visual Arts Center of New Jersey
$7,500

Mari D’Alessandro

(908) 271-9121 x46

Voices from the Golden Age of RCA:

A Workforce Oral History Project
Students from Camden High School will work
with scholars and staff of the Camden County
Historical Society to collect oral histories from
former RCA employees.

Camden County Historical Society

$7,000

Sarah Hagarty

(856) 964-3333

Kathryn Mangiardi: Reflected

Absence

Creation of a contemporary art exhibit that
explores the lives of women in two historic mills
and the impact of technology on mill workers.
Components include a public panel discussion
and walking tour, an exhibit brochure and an
audio podcast on the museum’s website.
Hunterdon Art Museum

$6,000

Mary Birmingham

(908) 735-8415

Abraham Lincoln: An American Life
In cooperation with the New Jersey Abraham
Lincoln Bicentennial Commission, a four-part
lecture series exploring the public and private
lives of Abraham Lincoln.

Hall Institute of Public Policy—New Jersey
$5,350

Michael P. Riccards

(609) 392-2237

Post-War America: Suburbanization,
Cultural Transformation, and

the 1960s

A three-part lecture series exploring various
cultural developments in post-war America.
Sussex County Arts & Heritage Council
$3,938

Thomas P. Davis

(973) 713-2116

MINI GRANTS

Bringing Caregivers Closer:
Nurturing the Humanity
and the Art of Primary Care

A day-long conference exploring primary
healthcare through the lens of the humanities.
The proceedings will be published in the
AtlantiCare Regional Medical Center journal
ELN.D.ILN.G.S.

AtlantiCare Regional Medical Center
$3,000

Victor A. Bressler

(609) 441-2128

Cultural Heritage Now:
Prospects, Directions, Futures

A Public Conversation

A day-long conference bringing together
academics, funding agencies, nonprofit organi-
zations, practitioners and museums to explore
the current state and future of cultural heritage
studies and practice.

Rutgers University, Department of Art History
$3,000

Archer St. Clair Harvey

(732) 932-7041 x10

Prime Time Family Reading Time

Story Hour Program

Six bilingual family story hour sessions to

be conducted in English and Spanish by a
storyteller, humanities scholar, and translator at
the Paterson Free Public Library.

New Jersey State Library

$3,000

Sharon Rawlins

(609) 278-2640 x116

Oh Freedom!

Lecture and panel discussion examining the
lives of African Americans in New Jersey at the
time of the American Revolution, to be held in
association with the exhibit “Oh Freedom!”
Kean University

$2,792

Jonathan Mercantini

(908) 737-4262

The South Jersey Experience:

Civil War Biographies

A series of three panel discussions examining the
lives of local U.S. Civil War heroes, highlighting
southern New Jersey’s contributions to the war.
Cape May Film Academy

$2,450

Tom Sims

(609) 884-6700

Patriots’ Week 2009

A week-long series of programs exploring life in

New Jersey during the Revolutionary era.
Trenton Downtown Association, Inc.
$2,000

Taneshia Nash Laird

(609) 393-8998 x11

Founded in 1973, the
New Jersey Council for the
Humanities (NJCH) is
a state partner of the
National Endowment for the
Humanities. The mission of NJCH is
1o serve the people
of New Jersey by developing,
supporting, and promoting
projects that explore and
interpret the human experience,
foster cross-cultural
understanding, and engage
peaple in dialogue about
matters of individual choice

and public responsibility.
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Jane Brailove Rutkoff
Executive Director

Mary Rizzo
Associate Director

Robert E. Apgar
Grants Officer

Katharine Flesch
Speakers Burean
Coordinator/Office Manager

Chris Scherer
Program Officer

Nancy Toro
Fiscal Agent
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